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Charles  Powell  was  born  October  13,  1843,  in  the  parish  of  Ystradfellte,  in 
Breconshire,  South  Wales,  and  is  the  youngest  of  nine  children,  eight  boys  and 
one  girl.  His  father’s  name  was  Roderick  Powell,  and  his  mother’s  name  was 
Elinor  Llewellyn,  daughter  of  William  Llewellyn,  and  granddaughter  of  Morgan 
Reese,  of  Caven  Mais  Car  Ddyfynog,  Breconshire,  who  was  of  a  very  honorable  and  * 
wealthy  family.  About  the  time  of  Charles’  birth,  his  father,  who  was  a  wealthy 
farmer,  met  with  great  financial  disaster  by  endorsing  some  papers  for  an  acquaint¬ 
ance,  involving  thousands  of  dollars,  which  he  had  to  pay,  and  which  completely 
ruined  him  and  his  family  for  life.  In  the  spring  of  1846,  Charles’  father  moved 
with  his  family  to  Glynthynog  Glynneath,  Glamorganshire,  and  here  Charles,  under 
great  difficulty,  received  a  common-school  education,  but,  at  a  very  early  age  he  was 
compelled  to  work  in  the  mines,  owing  to  the  death  of  his  father.  When  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  had  saved  enough  money  to  enable  him  to  go  to  school  for  one 
term,  which  was  a  great  benefit  to  him  in  after  years.  In  July,  1866,  he  joined  the 
Glamorganshire  Constabulary,  nnd  served  four  years,  but,  owing  to  an  attack  of 
pneumonia,  he  was  compelled  to  resign  and  leave  his  native  country  in  order  to 
recruit  his  health,  and  in  September,  1870,  he  landed  in  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia, 
Canada;  and  from  there  he  proceeded  to  Boston,  Mass. ,  thence  proceeded  to  New 
York,  ultimately  arriving  in  Providence,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Pa.  (where  he  visited 
his  brother  Morgan  who  had  preceded  him  to  this  country  about  twenty  years,  and 
who  died  July  30,  1891). 

Shortly  after  arriving  in  this  country,  our  subject  wa9  offered  a  position  as  night 
watchman  at  Bregg’s  Shaft,  under  the  Lackawanna  Coal  &  Iron  Company,  at 
Scranton,  and  was  employed  there  during  the  great  and  memorable  strike  of  1870 
and  1871,  which  lasted  six  months,  and  which  was  a  great  struggle  between  capital 
and  labor.  While  employed  here  he  learned  the  engineering  trade,  nnd  finally 
leaving,  was  employed  by  William  H.  Richmond,  at  Dixon  City,  as  breaker  engineer; 
leaving  Dixon  City,  he  was  employed  as  engineer  by  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Coal 
Company,  at  Mill  Creek,  Plains,  in  July,  1872.  On  January  1,  1873.  Mr.  Powell 
married  Mary  Jane,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Henry  Wedeman,  of  Fell  township, 
Lackawanna  Co.,  Pa.  As  far  as  known,  Mrs.  Powell’s  forefathers  came  from  Ger¬ 
many,  and  her  mother’s  forefathers,  whose  name  was  McDonald,  came  from  Ireland. 
In  September,  1873.  Mr.  Powell  left  the  employ  of  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Coal 
Company,  aud  was  employed  by  J.  H.  Swoyer,  at  the  Enterprise  Colliery.  Here  ho 
was  employed  for  ten  years,  off  aud  on,  being  obliged  to  lay  off  at  times,  owing  to 
ill  health.  In  1879  he  visited  his  native  Wales,  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  and 
returned  in  three  months  greatly  improved.  After  his  return  from  Europe  he  was 
employed  by  the  Lehigh  Valle}'  Coal  Company  as  engineer  at  the  Prospect  Mines, 
but,  engineering  not  agreeing  with  him,  he  resigned  and  embarked  in  the  book  busi¬ 
ness  which  he  carried  on  with  great  success.  When  he  became  known,  the  popular 
publishers,  Hubbard  Brothers,  of  Philadelphia,  induced  him  to  sign  a  contract  for 
one  year  to  sell  their  publications,  which  he  accepted,  and  carried  on  the  business 
with  great  profit  to  himself  and  his  patrons.  After  the  expiration  of  the  contract 
with  Hubbard  Brothers,  he  was  sent  for  by  C.  D.  Simpson,  Esq.,  general  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Enterprise  Colliery,  to  return  as  engineer  for  the  shaft  engine,  which 
he  accepted,  remaining  there  nearly  four  years;  while  here  he  surpassed  all  records 
for  hoisting  coal,  on  two  occasions  hoisting  the  greatest  amount  of  coal  in  ten  hours 
that  was  ever  hoisted  at  this  colliery.  The  Scranton  Republican  the  next  day  pub¬ 
lished  the  account,  and  termed  it  “extraordinary.’’ 

Mr.  Powell  remained  here  until  the  great  cave-in  and  the  drowning  of  the  mine 
with  water.  He  then  left  and  was  employed  by  the  Lovell  Manufacturing  Company, 
of  Erie,  Pa.,  as  agent  and  collector,  and  where,  owing  to  his  honesty  and  integrity, 
he  gained  great  respect.  When  leaving  he  was  urged  to  remain,  being  offered  a 
splendid  salary;  but,  preferring  to  go  in  business  for  himself,  he  declined.  He  is 
now  dealing  in  all  kinds  of  household  supplies,  and  is  doing  well.  Mr.  Powell  has 
three  children,  two  girls  and  one  boy,  viz.:  Ella  A.,  aged  eighteen;  Anna  May, 


